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Is Poll Tax Bill 

Worth Its Paper? 
Is abolishing the poll tax worth 

while? 

With the biggest fight on recorc | 

shaping up in the United States j 
Senate over passage of HR 7. the 

anti-poll tax bill, with Senator \ 

Bilbo of Mississippi and his poll 1 

tax colleagues openly threatening 
to filibuster the bill to death, some ; 
Negroes have raised this question. 

They are in a minority, to be I 
sure; but their public stature and 

( 
positions of influence make their 
statements difficult to ignore. 

It is true, Negro ministers deep 
in Alabama and Texas and Geor- 

gia have joined five uuhdred strong 
in a statement1 to the United i 

States Senate in favor of abolish- , 

ing the poll tax. Students in Ne- 

gro colleges throughout the country j 
have circulated petitions and col- i 
lected money that has helped 
make the fight possible. Our wo- 

men's clubs have organized vigor- 
ous letter writing campaigns. Ne- 
groes in Unions and business or-' 
ganizations have gone on record 
lor the pending bill. Leaders of 
every major Negro organization in 
Washington have helped in every 
crisis to guide the bill through 
Congress. The Negro people, as a 

whole, have urited with all liberal 
forces, the church, labor. civic 
and fraternal groups, to work for 
passage of HR 7. 

HOWARD DOUBTS 
WORTH OF BILL 

Still, no less a figure than Perry 
W. Howard. Republican National 
Committee from Mississippi, says 
the anti poll tax bill is not worth 
the paper it is written on without 
certain amendments. He says even 

after the poll tax has been wip- 
ed off the books, the ballot boxes 
will be locked still to the Negro 
people because of “white prima- 
ries,” false literacy tests, and all 
the other means known to cor- 

rupt politics. 
With deference to Mr. Howard's 

political sagacity and his know- 
ledge of the South, ft is neverthe- 
less a fact that the poll tax was 

one of the methods used by a 

ruthless minority to deny democ- 
racy to the majority. It was onl.v 
one of the techniques; but it was 

the most skillful. 
It was the most skillful because 

it was so well put beyond the 
reach of the majority. The ruth- 
less minority worked also in more 

openly brutal ways; but these 
ways were also more openly un- 

democratic. Someday, this ruthless 
minority realizes, these other 
methods might be exposed and 
overthrown. But the poll tax is 
safely rooted in the state consti- 
tutions so deeply that only a con- 

stitutional amendment in each 
state could uproot it—or federal 
action. 

As Negroes, ana as loyal Ameri- 
cans, working to push aside all. 
the barriers that keep us from 
full citizenship so that we may take 
our places shoulder to shoulder 
with all free people, we have 
neither time to waste nor oppor- 
tunities to lose. We must do what 
we can, as best we can, whenever 
we can. 

PRACTICAL STEP 
TAKE EVERY 

We must take every practical step 
In every state to expose and to over- 
throw discrimination, injustice and 
corruption. Our fight for a full 
democracy goes forward only as it 
grows stronger and wiser with 
every step, however short that step 
mav be. 

While Negro soldiers are dying 
lu the air over Italy, and in the 
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Britain-Based 
Engineers Get 
Many Praises 

English Are 

Captivated By 
Their Artistry 

By TREZZVANT W. ANDERSON 
SOMEWHERE IN ENGLAND — 

(ANP' — Come on, you breast- 
beaters. and start the tom-toms a- 

roaring for there is a new star on 

the military horizon, which is ris- 
ing on the wings of achievement 
in record itself. It is an engineer 
aviation battalion, and what it has 
done, so far. threatens to make 
colored America forget abouf the 
famous “Singing Engineers’’ of Ft. 
Bragg. N. C. 

Ably piloted by Major Charles F. ! 
Bassett of I flint. Mich., a cool and 
deliberate veteran of the corps of 
engineers, it ha?; some records in 
the v/ay of building airdromes, a 
most vital part of the operation 
plan of the European theater, 
where the biggest single job of 
the war is being put over by the 3th 
air force in its incessant hammer- 
ing %of German military objectives 
in "Northern France. Germany her- 
self, and all coastal in: actions 
where “Jerry” might have his so- 

called “secret weapon spotted. 
But not only has the outfit made 

a notable record in the airdrome 
building matter. those lads have 
also shown an amazing versatility 
which has captured the hearts of 
the English and American people 
who are in Great Britain, for they 
also song. ar.d that is spoiled 
■‘s i n g. Yes, indeed. 

When this outfit put its 20C- 
voice chorus on the huge si age in 

| London’s Royal Albert hall, and 
with the background provided by 
the London Symphony orchestra, 

gave out with a soul-st ring version 
of “Ballad For American by John 
La touche and Earl Robinson .and 
then, for good measure throw in a 

few of these old-fashioned spirit- 
uals for which the American Negro 
is noted round the world. there 

came the highest praise from no 

less a source than Lt. Oen. Jacob 

I L. Devers. commanding general. It 

| was or this program that Roland 

Hayes appeared in the melodic 
superbnesg which only Hayes has 
over possessed. 

But the magic inspiration provf- 
ded by the presence of smiling 
Pvt. James Ellis McDaniels, of ; 
Kansas City, formerly with “The i 
Charioteers.’ is no less reflected in 

their performance afield when 
they ply their “GI” trade of engi- 
neering For, working under try- 
ing conditions, and with casualties, 
these dusky-hued lads completed in 

48 weeks a task which the sche- 

dule had set for 60 weeks, in 
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Twenty-Three 17- 

Year-Olds Sign 
For Naval Service 

The Jackson Navy Recruiting 
Station has reported that 23- 

Seventeen-Year-Old Colored youths 
volunteered and were accepted for 

! service In the Navy in one day 
j during the past week. 

The boys were Luther Hill. Jr., 
| of Jackson: Levi Vance. Jackson: 

Lee Winfrey, Durant; Charlie 
Moore, Terry; Shelby Singleton. 
Anding; Will Bailey. Edwards: 
Harrison Williams, Tallulah, La.; 
Swonson Dubose. Moss Point; 
George Millender, Escatawpa; Wal- 
ter Outlaw. Coahoma; Willie Flue- 

len. Greenwood; Willie Joe Holton, 
Louisville; Elwood Johnson. Louis- 

ville; “J" “B” Jefferson, St.ark- 
ville: Idell Richardson, Jackson: 
John Brown, Indianola; James 
Miller. Indianola; Ben McDaniel, 
Rosedale; Tom Wasser, Green- 
wood; Fred Smith, Port Gibbon: 
Leon Rucker. Edwards: William 
Henderson. Vicksburg and Edward 
Johnson of Eu^ora. 

All the youngsters left for va- 

rious Naval stations to begin train- 

ing and Qualifying for entry into 
Trade Schools 

FEPC DEFENDED IN CONGRESS 
Let It Snow, Let It Blow, They Have A New Ship 

UNTROUBLED hv the equinoctal unpleasantness that arrived 
on the wings of Spring, two sailors of the U. S. Navy smile hap- 
pily as they stand by the bow of the U. S. S. Mason, destroyer 

escort, put into full commission at the Boston Navy Yard. The ! 

Mason is the first U. S'. Naval vessel with a predominantly Negro ! 
crew. ! 

i Prof. Wilson To 

Be Health Week 

Speaker At Ritz 
Professor Charles H. Wilson, Sr., 

Aloorn, Mississippi, widely known 

orator, who has been selected as 

Guest Speaker during National 

Negro Health Week Celebration. 
Mr. Wilson is a graduate of Tus- 

kegee Institute. Talladega College, 
and the University of Southern 
California. At present he is serv- 

i ing as Chairman of the #SociaI 
Science Department at Alcorn A. 
and M. College. 

At that institution he has suc- 

cessfully coached winning debate 
! teams, as well as coached winners 
in local and state-wide oratorical 

; contests in the State. By many he 
is considered as being one of the 
outstanding orators of the State, 

j He will come to Jackson on Sun- 
day. April 9, amply prepared to 
deliver a message on ‘The Impor- 
tance of Good Conduct in Public 
Places.” 

j The program is sponsored by the 

Committee on Improving Public 

Conduct in conjunction with the 
Health Committee at the New 

: Ritz Theatre. Music will be fur- 
I nished by local schools and col- 
leges. The public is cordially in- 

i vited to be present for this history 
| making event on Sunday, April 9. 
i at 3:30 p. m„ in the new Ritz 
I Theatre. 

MB. ZACK MILLER 

CARTTRSVILLE, Ga—ifar Zac’-: 
MiPe>’ died Thursday. He was fi 
neralized Sunday at Ml. Zion 
Baptist Church. 

Prof. E. S. Bishop, principal of 
the Corinth High School, among 
the most prominent of the younger 
group of school men of the state 
was elected president of the Missis- 

sippi Association of teachers in 
Colored Schools, at its annual 
meeting held at Lanier High 
School here last week. In one of 
the closest contests recorded in 
the history of the organization 
Prof. Bishop, in a run-off vote, 
won over Prof. I. S. Sanders, prin- 
cipal of Lanier High School here, 
by a plurality of nine votes. 

In the matter of the equalization 
of Teachers salaries, a question of 
growing concern among the teach- 
ers, nothing was said or done dur- 
ing the meeting. It was regarded 
as significant, by observers how- 

i ever, that the sum of $1500.00 was 

Iset aside as a “reserve fund.’’ It 

being freelv discussed and being 
the concrete evidence that plans 
are being made for an ultimate 
move of much importance barring 
a continued improvement in salary 
and other matters respecting Ne- 
gro education. 

Other officers elected were: A. L. 
Johnson Prentise, Vice-president, 
Mrs. A. B. Harper, Pinola, Secre- ■ 

tary. Miss Norweda Nichols. Biloxi 
Asst. Secy. W. P. Calbert, Philadel 
phia. Treasurer. Miss B. J. Lemon, 
Pontotoc, Registrar. Miss Ruby 
Ross, Lexineton, Asst. Registrar, 
B. B. Dansby, Jackson Custodian 
of Journal Funds, W. W. Black- 
burn, Executive Secretary. 

District officer 1st. J. N. OVr. 
Macon, 2nd, Mrs. -S. \C. Phillips. 

Holly Springs, 3rd, 1 H. Tlir< ad- 

gill, Greenwood, 4th. J. H. Harp- 
er, Taylorsvile, 6th, J. H. Bolden, 
Biloxi, E. S. Reed. 'Brobkha* eri, 
8th, A. J. Pinch, Brandon. 

Made President 

l’rof. Edw; rd S- Bishop, princi- 
pal of the High School at Corinth 
who was elected di evident of thdf i 
M A T. C S.. tn its annual meet- 

ing here Ust week. 

: 

Report Famous 
Units Broken Up 

NEW YORK—< S N S>—What has 
become of the famous Negro caval- 

ry regiments, the 9th and 10th? 

This is the question uppermost 
in the minds of those who have 

watched recent movement in the ] 
War Department. The report per- ■ 

sists that the famous Regular Ar- 1 

my regiments, with many years of 

distinguished service, have been | 
broken up into service units. 

NOW SERVICE TROOPS? j 
It is known that the 9t,h and ] 

10th were part of the Second Ca- ! 

valry Division which until recent- ; 
ly was in training at Fort Clark. 
Texas. The Second Cavalry Divj- < 

sion has disappeared and while nc j 
'formal statement has been made j 
Hoy the War Department, the report 
is being circulated that the 9t.h 

* 

and 10th have been made into i 
service troops. 

On the other hand. the First 

Cavalry Division, comoosed of 

white troops, has just won honors ! 
for itself by completing the in- i 
vaskm.of the Admiralty Islands. 

The report on the 9th and 10th 
comes hard on the basis of the 
admission by Secretary Stimson of i 
the War Department that Negro j 
combat units are being broken up 
and converted into service units. 
WON HIGH HONORS 

Secretary Stim$on wrote Con- j 
gressman Hamilton Fish that Ne- 

groes did not have sufficient edu- 
cation to understand the use of I 
modern weapons of war. He cited i 

particularly the old 8th Illinois j 
Regiment from Chicago which was I 
trained in this war as the 184th 
Field Artillery. In the first World 
War this regiment, known then j 
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: Patted On Back 
i!n House, But j 
Knifed In Senate^ 

Rep. Dawson In 

Fervent Plea For 

Increased Budget 
(Washington Bureau, The Atlanta 

Daily WORLD and MNP A) 
WASHINGTON, D. C. — While 

1 the President’s Committee on Fair 
Employment Practice (FEPC» was 

havm gthe unusual experience of 
being “patted o.i the back"’ in the 
House of Representatives last week, 
it was being “knifed in the back” 
in the Senate. 

Attention was focussed o n the 
FEPC in the Senate during the 
debate and vote on Sen. Russell j 
<D. of Gah amendment to abolish i 
all Presidentially-created agencies 
which have functioned for a year 
unless Congress makes specific ap- 
propriations to maintain them. 
The amendment was passed by a 

(Continued On Back ’'age* 

State Board Sees 
Better Health For 

Negro Children 
Better Health for Negro children 

will be the special objective of this 
year’s Negro Health Week program 
to be celebrated April 2-April 9. 
In addition to special attention di- j 
rected toward improving health | 
conditions among the Negro chil- 
dren. the usual emphasis will also 
be placed upon the established j 
aims of Negro Health Week—com- j 
munitv cleanliness, improved home 
life and better health, it was an- 
nounced by the State Board of 
Health here tnis week. 

As in other years. National Ne- 
gro Health Week will be observed 
throughout Mississippi with health 
departments and lay groups con- 
cerned with the health departments 
and lay grouns concerned with the j 
health of their communities co- 1 

operating. 
The work of this special week 

devoted to the health of Negroes 
will be closely correlated with the ! 
regular health department activi- j 
ties. Emphasis will be upon such 
year-round services as clinics and 
conferences for expectant mothers. | 
the medical examinations and in- 
spections of school children and 
the importance of immunization 
against diphtheria, smallpox and 
typhoid fever. 

Statement Is i 

Seen As Answer 
To Sen. Bilbo 

Terms Racial 

Persecutions One 

Of Blackest Crimes 

By HARRY S. McALPIN 
Wliite House Correspondent lor 
Atlanta Daily World and NNPA 
WASHINGTON. D. C. — Presi- 

dent Roosevelt, at his press con- 

ference Friday, in speaking on the 

refugees’ problem in Europe and 
Asia, made a far-reaching state- 
ment which he said represented 
part of the foreign policy of the 
United States, but which also turn- 
ed out to be an effective rebuttal 
to Senator Theodore (The Man> 
Bilbo <D> Mississippi, whose speech 
on ‘white supremacy’' before the 
joint session of the Mississippi 
legislature Wednesday has aroused 
nationwide resentment. 

The President began his state- 
ment by saying “The United Na- 
tions are fighting to make a world 
In which tyranny and aggression 
cannot exist: a world based upon 
freedom, equality and justice: a 

world in which all persons regard- 
less of race, color or creed may 
live in peace, honor and dignity.’’ 

On the other hand. Senator Bil- 
bo. in his now infamous speech 
had declared: “We people of the 
South must draw the color line 
tighter and tighter and any white 

man or woman w’ho dares cross 

that color line should be promptly 
and forever ostracized.” Then he 
screamed: “Are our soldiers and 
sailors fighting to save this nation 
or are they fighting so that we 

may become a mongrelized peo- 
people.” 

The President termed the perse- 
cutions of the Jews by the Nazis 
as “one of the blackest crimes of 
all history.’’ He proclaimed the de- 
termination that none who partici- 
pate in these acts of savagery shall 
go unpunished. He made a plea to 
the German people and to “every 
man everywhere under Nazi domi- 
nation to show the world by his 
action- that in his heart he does 
not share this insane criminal de- 
sires.” 

MNS. LARI’A PORCH 
NEWNAN. Ga—The funeral of 

Mrs. Laura Porch v.*c; held Sundry 
at Mt. Sinai Baotist Church 
with Rev. Martin officiating. 

Radio Speaker 

Rev. W. H Rlnc'rmon, wno wMl 

cpen tl.e Annual Negro Health 
Week Observance here with an 

address to be Broadcast over sta- 
men WJDX. at 4:30 p. m.. Saturday. 
April 1st 

Plans Laid For Thirtieth 
Observance Of Health Week 

The Thirtieth Annual observance i 

of National Negro Health Week j 
will be held here during the week 
of April 2-9th. and according to 
Miss Nettye Perkins. Local Public 
Health Nurse, and officials of the 
State Board of Health, greater 
emphasis will be given to this j 

J year’s observance than at any 
[ other time before in the history of 
1 the city. 

The theme of the observance is 
"The Health of our Children in 1 

the home, school, and community.'’ 
In looking forward to the fullest 

development of this theme during 
; the week, a full and complete pro- 
| gram each day will carry the mes- ; 

j sage of health to Negro grotms 1 

of all ages, with the fullest utili- 
zation being made of the schools, ; 
churches, theatres, and other places 
of assembly in order to reach the | 
greatest possible numbers. Joined ] 
in the program are all the local 
physicians and dentists, nurses. ! 
school teachers, and others whose j 
special interest and abilities will ! 
contribute to making the program 

a success. 
The observance will officially 

open on Saturday. April 1st. whtfn 
Rev. Whalon A. Blackman. Chap- 
lain of Jackson College, and Exe- 
cutive Secretary of the Mississippi 
Conference of the Methodist 
Church, will deliver an address 
that, will be broadcast at 4:30 p. 
m.. over station WJDX: and on 

the following Sunday, all ministers 
of the city will preach Mobilization 
for Health Sermons 

A special feature of the week 
will be the Public Address of Dr 
D. V. Galloway, Supervisor of 
School Health, Miss Board of 
Health, who will speak to the 
public at 7:30 p. m.. Thursday. 
April 6th. at Lanier High School. 
The oroaram will also include mu- 

sic by the Lanier High School 
Chorus under the direction of 
Miss M. V. Manning, the Lanier 
High School band, under the di- 
rection of Prof. Kermit Holly, and 
the Jackson College. 

All during the w’eek each school 
iContinued On Baca. Page' 


